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THE NEW TAX LAW.

The new Internal Revenue law, so important to

tlte interests of the country and of every Individual,
Will be published in the Wkkkly Hkkald of thia
Week. It is alphabetically arranged, .and will bo
found very valuable and useful to all taxpayer*.
Biugle copies, in wrappers, five centa. Agents
are requested to hand in their orders to-day.

THE SITUATION.
Exciting report* regarding General Sheridan's move-

f

menu Borth of Richmond are furnished by a released
Union soldier who left Castle Thunder on last Monday
morning, and reached Annapolis yesterday. He gtatos

that ob last Saturday night the rebel capi¬
tal was thrown Into the greatest terror and

Oonfusion by the announcement that Sheridan's

cavalry had arrived at Beaver Mills aqueduct, only twen¬

ty miles north of thu city, where they were eugaged In

destroying the James River Canal. The alarm bells were

rung, oHlcr* rushed to and fro, and every
man that could be spared, Including Pickett's di¬

vision, waa hurried off to repel the raiders. The
.ame high state of excitement continued to prevail In

Richmond down to Monday morning, when the Union

fcoldier left, at which timo It was understood that Sheri¬

dan had effectually destroyed the acq tied net, and was

passing around the right of the rebel lines defending
Petersburg, to cut the Danvillo Railroad, thus severing
the last link of Richmond's connection by rivor or rail¬

road with the outside world, and Join General
Grant. AU this It Is believed in Washington
Bhoridan has by this time succeeded in doing,
imd Is now either with the army of the Potomac

Br pressing on to clear the way northward for Sherman.
Pur despatches in Monday's Hshalo made allusion to

this same report of Sheridan's arrival In close proximity
to Richmond, and the consequent excitement In that

City, Including the sending on of Pickett's division to

repel him.
General Sherman baa again opened direct eommunica

tion with the North, and, though ho tells us little, that

little is very satisfactory On the 8th Inst..one week

Bgo today.he was at I-aurul Hill, Richmond

County, North Carolina, about forty miles from

Fayetteville. Richmond Is one of the southern
border countlcs of the State. General Sherman

says:."We ore all woll and have done finely Details

Bro for obvious reasons omitted." The military authori¬
ties at Washington entertain no doubt that Sherman has
.re this reached Fayetteville, without having encoun¬

tered any opposition from the enemy worth considering.
At Fayetteville be would form a junction with Scliofleld's

forces, and sweep on thence towards Richmond.

From the Important scouts of conflict in North Carolina
.re havi; additional intelligence of national success.

By tha steamship General Meigs, Captain Watson,
which arrived here at a late hour last night, we hare

despatches from Newbrrn to the 12th Instant. The

anticipations regarding the movements of the rebel
General Uragg at Kinstonexpressed in yesterday'sHekald
have proved correct A despatch from General Scbofleld,
flated at Newbern on the 12th inst, states that Bragg'a
army, after being fairly beaten by General Co*, retreated

across the Neuse river at Kinstou, and took up a position
on the north side of that stream. Our own despatches
JUte that on the morning of the lltb inst. another furious

Ittetnpt to break the I'nion lines wus made by Hoke's

(Ivislon of rebels; hut they were driven back with

fovcre loss, their killed, wounded and captured
being estimated at between two and three thousand.

Their killed and wounded they left behind, and

commenced the r r treat to tho north side of

the river. The Union losios in this latter affair mere

only three or four hundred. Th's disparity in casualties
was owing !o General Cox's men being intreuched. The

rebel ram Neuse, lying in the Neuse river, near Kinston,
has been partially destroyed.

In this morning s Hrhalo Is given a comprehensive
and very ac urate map showing the extensive field

In which are now progressing the Important military
Operations directed on ttie one fide by Generals Grant,
Sherman, Sheridan and Scliofteld, and on tho other by
G nerals Lee, Johnston, Earl) and Bragg.
The two houses of the rebel Congress, which were to

have adjourned on Saturday last, p >bt|»oncd their;idJourn-
m nt till yesterday, at the request of Jeff. Davis, who

Informed them tlint lie desired their presence In the rebel

capital for a few days longer, as he expected to have

something of Importanc to lay '.Wore them.

Tho United States transport steamer Thorn was blown

up by a torpedo in Cape Fear river, just below Fort An

d rson, on the afternoon of the 4th Instant, and sunk in

in Id channel within two minute* afterwards, the cr w

baroly escaping with their lives. As the river was

thoroughly dragg. d, and all the torpedoes removed after

the evacuation of Fort Anderson, It Is supposed that the

torpedo had been recently planted by some prowling
band of rebels, probably with a view of blow ng up one

of the Union transports going out of the river loaded
with paroled prisoners.
Some further part eulars of the rebel attack on the

Uuion Fort Meyers, on the Florida coa^t, w«*re brought to

us by the steamship Union, which arrived here y ster

day from Key West. Tho rebels surpr1 cd and enptur d

the pickets and made a demand for the surrender of the

garrison, which was refused, when they op. ned <>n the

fort, and continued their cannonade for half a d.iy, but

were comix-lled tor treat without effirting Itscept re.

The Union Generals Crook and Kelley, captured at Cum

berland, Md., a short time ago, have been exchanged.
THE LEGISLATURE.

In the State eoate yrstcrd tjr bl'ls were reported to
opsl IMn . street, Brooklyn; to provide for the (are
and instruction of truant cl i.dren In Brooklyn: and
authorizing the formation of corporations for a^ilcul-
tural purposes. Bills were ordi red t a third reading
Bu'horlxln; the Increase of the rate of <ntere.-t on

Croton Water bonds, and on Ur .klyr. County bonds;
relative to sewerage in Brooklyn ; to Increa-e the capital
clock and extend the charter of tha racKle Vail
Ft amshlp Company; Incorporating tin Knickerbocker
Gas Company of New York ; reia'lve to ..ewe ,j, m N"vv
1 ork, and giving tho Croton Aqueduct B" ird i mi-f ..ver

tba same. The bill authorising all home railroad r m

pan ea In the Stat", eicept tho«e wholly operated in Ne*
York and Brooklyn, to Increase tlielr pre* ut fme forty
|*er cunt wbk dls< usasl. An amendment wa offered, ex

tending the provisions of the bill to this cfty and Brook¬
lyn, whe-b waa unanimously rejected.

In ths Aasambly a hill was Introduced to am^tid the
Quarantine law. A number «f bills were moved for
action to day under the resolutloa app> intlng a grinding
Committee. Tho bills sdvauced to a third reading were

th<<«o for the letter protection of seamen In the port and
harbor of New York to atn»iid the Uen<wal Fire Insur
Bnee law; an 1 to lnrorp< rate the Huntington and Hicks
v.: Bulli oad ^ompany A bill wa* Introduced to Incor-
j if t ilrookljn and New y< ,(i ^eotral Warehousing

MTSCELLAIfEOTJI K1W*.
*!_". .' *».» atuwufteod iu ib< MBarg UiM reatM-

day was a day of election, very few p 0ple would have
boon aware of the fact The ceremony passed off very
quietly; few people exercised the ctaerUhed right of
easting a ballot, and, indeed, do interest whatever
seemed to be Ukea la the result. The election was to

accept or reject a proponed amendment to Uie State con¬

stitution, to enable the Governor to appointCommissioners
of the Court of Appeals. In thia city the total vote was

fl.WO. Of this 8,910 votes ware for the constitutional
amendment and 8,800 opposed to It, giving a majority in
its favor of 1,030. In Brooklyn ft,286 ballots were polled,
3.222 being in favor of the amendment and 2,0a6 against
U, showing a majority for It of 1,169. Returns from
other portions of the State give an equally small com¬

parative vote, but Indicate that the amendment has been
adopted by the peopbe.
The steamships City of Washington, from Queenstown

March 2, and Peruvian, from Londonderry March 8, are

due at New Torlc and Portland res|>eclively to-day. The
Peruvian carries two days later news.

At a meeting of the Board of Aldermen yesterday a

communication was received from Senator Lalmbeer In
reference to the site for the proposed new Capitol, and

asking an answer to the circular of the Senate Committee
before the 20th Inst The ordinance prohibiting the
storage of petroleum and other combustibles within the
city limits In larger quantities than Ave barrels was

called up, and a substitute for It waa offered, which was

referred to ths committee having the subject under con¬

sideration.
No business of special public Interest came op yester¬

day in Colonel Baker's office. There was a good deal of
the ordinary business of the office transacted, however.
The Senatorial Investigating Commutes continued

their examination of tho affairs of the City Inspector's
department yesterday, having before them a number of
witnesses, the testimony of all of whom related princi¬
pally to the condition of our streets and transactions
connected with the work of cleaning them. Tho com¬

mittee will meet again at half past three o'clock this
afternoon.

Isaac Wlrtman, keeper of a saloon In Thompson Ft root,
and Margaret Whelan were yesterday committed for ex¬

amination, In default of fifteen hundred dollars bail each,
charged with having stolen from John Jon'*, in the
house of the first named, a gold watch valued at one

hundred and fifty dollars.
A coroucr's inquest was held yesterday at ths Black-

well's Island HospltaJjover the body of Thomas Donald¬
son, whose death resulted, It appears, from the accl-
dontal explosion of a pistol in the hand of Jacob Steffin,
while the two, who were friends, were together In a

drinking saloon In Third avenue on last Sunday after¬
noon.
About eight o'clock last evening a firs broke out fin

tho roar of tho second story of No. 17 Doy street, which
spread rapidly to tho upper floors, and before it could be
subdued the four upper stories were entirely destroyed.
The building was occupied by three or four firms, Rich *
Brewster, hardware dealers, being tho heaviest sufferers,
their loss amounting to about twenty-five thousand dol-
lurs. The total loss on stock and building is about fifty
thousand dollars. The insurance was not sscortalned.
Yesterday was the Isrnolitish anniversary of Purim, a

festival in commemoration of the dollvcrance by Queen
bather of the children of Abraham from tho massacre

designed for thorn by Hainan, the chief minlstor of King
Ahasuerus. The Jews in this city, in addition to observ
lug the occasion as a holiday, celebrated it In the evening
by a grand masquerade ball at the Academy of Music.
The subscriptions to tho national seven and three-

tenths p»r rent losn yesterday amounted to over five
millions one hundred thousand dollars, In sums ranging
from half s million down to fifty dollars.
Tho oioction for State officers and members of Congress

and the legislature took place in New Hampshire yester¬
day. The returns received Indicate that tho republican
candidate for Governor has been elected by an Increased
m^ority over last year, though in the aggregate vote
there Is a considerable decrease. The republicans elected
all three of tho members of Congress, being a gain for
them of one member.
Three mys terious fires occurred at Newark, N. J., be¬

tween Saturday night and Sunday morning, destroying
property valued at thirty thousand dollar*.
Ths two houses of the Now Jersey Legislature meet

In Joint session to-day for the purpose of electing a

United States Senator.
The stock market was dull and tower yesterday.

Governments were depressed. Gold was in a sUto of

panic, and, after opening at IMS, sold down to 177X,
but recovered to 180TJ, which was the closing pr.ee down
.own. At the evening bosrd It went down again, and
closed at 178Jtf.
The markets were unsettled yesterday by the large rail

in gold, and prices of nearly all kiuds of merchandise
were entirely nominal. Foreign goods were quiet and
nominal. Dom fitic produce wss dull and lower, almost
without exception. Cotton was dull and 2c. lower.
I'etroleum was very quiot and lc. a 2c. lower. On
'Change, the flour ro irket was quiet; but prices were

without change. Wheat was 3c. a 5c. lower, while corn

declined 4c. a 6c. Oats were dull and lc. lower. Tho

pork market was dull and decidedly lower, whllo beef
was depressed. Lsrd was a trillo easier. Freights were

il ill and rates were nominal. Whiskey was firmer.
The market for be f cattle has ruled heavy this week,

owing to the fact that the receipts have been much liea
v.«-r than huit w eek. lYices are about lc. lower. The
raupe was from 12c. to 20-. a Tic., with scattering sains
at 23c. a 2oc. The decline would have been greater but
Tor the fact that the government took about 500 h^ad.
Milch cows wero unchanged. Veals were in fair demand
at previous rates. Sheep and lambs were in plentiful
supply and rather cheaper. Hogs wero also about ,^c.
lower, varying from inc. to 13Xc. The total receipts
wero 6,400 ljeo\es, 150 cows, 613 veals, 9,916 sln<cp and
lambs, and 5,899 hogs.
News fi o in Sherman.The Progress of the

Campaign at Alt Points.
General Sherman, as will be seen by the de¬

spatch in another column, was at Laurel Hill,
North Carolina, on the 8th inst., and in tsurh
Rood condition, physically and mentally, that
he wuh not at all disposed to complain of the
resistance that he had met with from (he
Southern cosloderacy. Thi« may seem a little
strange to those who have taken much notlco
of the recent intimations of ihe Southern papers
an to his whereabout* tind hi* "safety." Those
papers, three weeks ajro, discovered from tho
rebel War Department, and announced to their
readers, that Sherman was finally "to bo

stopped" and "crushed." Then they gave us

every day intimations of some news that they
h«*d that was too good to keep, though it would
be contraband to tell it But they slyly hinted
at it; they chuckled over It; they rubbed their
hands and laughed with very evident delight
n^it. They said it was "good"'news a dozen
times over, arid that it wonld rejoice the heart
of every Southerner, and so forth. One of the
Richmond papers, so late as the 8th inst., went
so far as to say that "Sherman's opportunity to
OHlaliMsh a military reputation was gone for¬
ever.

' But on lhat day he was evidently in
ignorance of it, ami had ho far recovered from
the "deF ut" that the enemy had inflicted upon
him at Cheraw, lhat he had advanced into
another State. Or is this last advance only a

retreat, like the advance across Georgial One of
the Richmond papers was afraid that Sherman
would retreat after that terrible battle at
Clieraw. The latest rebel victory was

gained by Hampton. This, rrf course, is just
like tho victories that wero gained over

Kilpatrick In Georgia. The only difference
is that Hampton is tho hero now as Wheeler
was then.
The fight on the Nense river, near Kinston,

on Ihe loth inst., was »n important one. It ap¬
pears to have been stubbornly fought, and the
M'tlng a as certainly altogether in our fttvor.
A m ii-sidt m t)mt point whieh did not compel
the Hbaoitiu rot rent of our forces would be a
wsu.t In our tavot; but Schofleld wems to have
gained th.?re something much better than a

negative succe**. The corps of 8. D. Lee and
Stuart, from the army formerly under Hood, are

regorged to have been there. Hoke's force, late-
l/»t Wilmington, was there; and it is also said
[hat another part of R. E. Lee's army, under

r. LlilL waa Uiore. If U><mm several bodies

of rt-bel troops are In North Carolina, that
battle field waa their proper place, inasmuch
as that battle waa an attempt on the part of the
rebel forces in that State to overwhelm the co¬

operating force under Bchofield before it could
reach Sherman, or Sherman could come to its
assistance. Hence the importance of this bat¬
tle. A decisive rebel victory at that point
might have shown us that that little battle was
a vital one for the operations in North Caro¬
lina.though now, that the result is in our

favor, that fact is not so obvious. Had Schofield
been overwhelmed, all the foroes above named
would have been concentrated against Sher¬
man's single column, with, of couree, an in¬
finitely better prospect of success than tbey
now have. It is indicative of the rebel weak¬
ness that they could not concentrate enough
force to destroy Cox's little column, when the
destruction of that column offered to the enemy
the only possible chance to delay Sherman's
advance. Cox's column was reinforced on the
11th by troops from Wilmington, under General
Couch, and the advance from that direction
is very probably at Goldsboro by this time.
A Itttle while ago the country was very well
satisfied with the military situation when Grant
held Lee at Richmond and Sherman advanced
with a comparatively small force on his front
But now it is much better still, for Grant holds
Lee at Richmond, the force that was on Sher¬
man's front is matched by a ftilly equal force
under Schofield, and Sherman moves on un¬

resisted, except by Hampton, who, to gain a

small success, resorts to his pen, and is not
above the poor subterfuge of a quibble.

Sheridan has fallen like a thunderbolt on the
lines of supply in the upper valley that the
enemy considered most remote from danger.
His destruction of the railroad communications
at Charlottesville and of the James River Canal
are pieces of irreparable damage, and will
cause a depression at Richmond that may
almost throw the rebellion Into its final spasm.
It is not possible that the rebel authorities can
even make the attempt to repair these injuries;
but Lee must, in bis present straitened circnm-
stances, make up his mind to do permanently
without one more source of supply. Moreover
Sheridan has, before this, in all probability,
cnt the Southside road at Burkesville; and, with
that road cut, there is not a single line in the
enemy's possession leading from his capital to
any distant point Lee's army, for the support
of which the North Carolina farmers are already
asked to contribute, must then be fed from the
country immediately around Richmond.a dis¬
trict that must by this time be very nearly
eaten out

Napoleon on Cacsar.Remarkable Charac¬
ter of the Wore..We publish to-day some

very interesting extracts from the long ex¬

pected work of the Emperor of the French,
entitled "The Life of Caesar," with a remarka¬
ble preface, also from the pen of Napoleon
himself. The book, which is announced for
publication in France on tho 1st of March,
would appear in England on the 7th of the
same month, and in a short time will doubtless
be reproduced in this country. It baa already
been translated into several European lan¬
guages, and on all sides the greatest interest is
felt concerning its contents. That the book
will have a large circulation and numerous

readers is not to be doubted, seeing that the
author is Emperor of a great nation; and, as is
well known, he strives in this "Life of Cesar"
to institute a comparison between the career of
that illustrious Koman and the times of the
First Napoleon, with a continuation of the
parallel to his own reign and imperial dynasty.
The preface to the book and the extracts

which we publish to-day will give our readers
a fair idea of the work; and it will be seen that
the opinions which we have already formed of
it and published in the Herald, of the 5th inst,
are borne out to the very letter. Faith in
tho ascendancy of the "Napoleonic star,"
and in the inevitublo decrees of destiny,
are th? foundations on which the fabric
has been raised. As the First Napo¬
leon was the imitator and reflection of
Ca:3ar, so is the Third Napoleon, according to
himself, to be the great agent of civilization,
and the restorer of the Augustan age. "We
must," he says, "recognisse in the incontestable
influence of a man upen his ngc the proof of his
genius;" and again, "the greatness of a mnn is
to be recognized by the sway of his ideas, when
his principles and his system triumph, despite
his doath or his defeat" In this he clearly al¬
ludes to tho impress which he firmly believes
has been made upon the world by the ideas of
the First Napoleon, whose efforts to found an

empire in France failed for a time, but were

eventually crowned with success by the bold¬
ness of the present Emperor. For, soys our

author, "the imprisonment of St Helena could
not prevent tho resuscitation of the French em¬

pire." Thus he shows bis faith in his "star"
and in his destiny.

In the latter part of the preface the imperial
author uses these strong expressions:."When
Providence raises up men like Ca>sar, Charle¬
magne and Napoleon, it is to stamp a new era

with the seal of their genius, and to accomplish
in a few years the work of many centuries 1
Happy the nations who comprehend and follow
them! Woe to those who misunderstand and
resist them! They act like the Jews.they
crucify their Messiah I" Thus he classifies
Csenar, Charlemagne and Napoleon the First
among tho saviors of the world; and, as he
baa risen to the empire which his uncle founded,
be, too, Is logically a savior of the people I
We commend the extracts from the Emperor's
book to the attention ot our readers.

Anticipated Rise in Coal..It is announced
thst the coal trains on the New Jersey Central
Railroad have been slopped and the engines
are laid up for repairs, and that it will be a

month before the coal carrying business
on that road can be resunu'd. As a con¬

sequence of this coal will undoubtedly
advance in price, fttid it is reported that ft
is now selling at Elizabcthport, N. J., for
thirteen dollars a ton. Tho necessity for the
adoption of such a course on the part of the
New Jersey Central Railroad Company is ques¬
tioned In some quarters, and is a matter which
will probably receive tho strictest scrutiny. It
requires more than the bare announcement to
convince the public that they were forced to

suspend operations in that Important trnnch of
their business just at this critienl time, when the
stock on hsnd is supposed to be comparatively
light, and before the demand 1. materially
diminished. It looks very nivr' if there was

a grand speculative sohem n n ieh 'he
New Jersey Cenlrsl Com|><nj < r uonif of its
officers have a very la:g« n ie «»t. if ili^y hnd
wailed to rey*if tiieu- eiuiiao* uu*t> u-.v^tioo

.v
had fairly reopened the aot would bare had leas
the appearance of an attempt fo swindle the
public.
Thb Wat to Avoid thb Draft..It will be

seen by Governor Fenton's announcement yes¬
terday that the draft, which was to havs com¬
menced to-day, la indefinitely postponed. But
there is a condition attached to this forbearance
on the part of the government, and that is that
the number of men required should be farnished
by volunteer enlistment. Therefore, while the
city is temporarily relieved from the draft, the
duty of our citizens, in order to avoid It alto
gether, Is obvious. We must get recruits to the
amount of thirteen thousand by every available
channel. We have now the Supervisors' Com¬
mittee in fall operation, doing very well with
its complete organization. General Dix is
lending his aid to fill up the quota. The ward
recruiting associations scattered throughout the
oity should put themselves upon their mettle to
help the thing along, and no doubt they will.
The committee which organized the grand
patriotic celebration of the 6th instant is natu¬
rally looked for to throw its influence into the
scale. The gentlemen who oomprise that com¬
mittee have succeeded in arousing the patriot¬
ism of the people on the late occasion to an
extent only equalled by the grand demonstra¬
tion of 1861, when the national flag was insulted
at Fort Sumter, and the whole metropolis rose
to protest against the act. New, then, is the
fitting time for them to exercise the same power
in filling up the ranks of the army in the exist¬
ing emergency. With thirty thousand fresh
men General Grant can bring all his plans to a

successftil conclusion. Let this committee open
recruiting depots all over the city, raise a fund
out of the abundanoe of their wealth to pay
bounties, and, in connection with the other
organizations, they can relieve the city from the
onus of the draft. This will be exhibiting a

more practical patriotism than processions,
speeches, or illuminations, ever so brilliant, can
farnish. We expect this of them, and we trust
that they will Bet to work about it speedily.
Virginia Tobacco vs. Mabttaud Bacon..It

is known that a detachment of the Potomac
flotilla recently ascended the Rappahannock
river to Fredericksburg, and captured there
some two hundred and fifty thousand dollars
worth of Virginia manufactured tobacco, and
that the lot was carried off or destroyed. Ac¬
cording to the Richmond papers this tobacco
was the venture of a number of speculators of
that city, who had been promised, if they would
run it up to Fredericksburg, a tremendous pro¬
fit in a good lot of Maryland bacon in exchange.
According to the Tribune, several New York
speculators were concerned in this business to
the extent of an investment of filty thousand
dollars each in this aforesaid Virginia tobacco
and Maryland bacon enterprise. If this be true,
we may be excused in making the inquiry, who
aro these parties f .All that we know is that
this Virginia tobacco was a dead loss to the
speculator? concerned, and that the expected
Maryland bacon was not forthcoming. On that
side, at least, they saved their bacon.

A Victim to Mb. Sewabd's Correspondence..
From tbe evidence produced from the British
Foreign Office it appears that Lord Lyons
was utterly broken down, and so compelled to
resign bis post of British Minister at Washing¬
ton, in consequence of the unparalleled task to
which he was subjected in his efforts to keep up
with Mr. Seward's voluminous diplomatic cor¬

respondence. The letters connectcd with her
Majesty's Washington embassy for one year
filled sixty large folio volumes. Lord Lyons
bus succumbed to the pressure and retired, and
Sir Frederick Bruce, thoroughly trained in tbe
long-winded diplomacy of China, comes to take
his place. We congratulate Lord Lyons, and
we sympathize with Sir Frederick Bruce.

A Bull from General Lbe Among Hamp¬
ton's Horses..In his report of Hampton's al¬
leged victory of (ho 10th, General Lee says that
be "attacked General Kilpatrick at daylight
this morning, and drove him from the camp,
taking bis guns, wagons, many horses," Ac.;
and then he says that "the guns and wagons
could not be brought ofT for want of horses."
This is the old story of tho Arkansas lawyer
and tho iron pot:."May it plc.i*e Uie Court, I
submit, in defence of my client, first, that when
she borrowed the pot in question it was broken;
secondly, that when she returned the pot it was
sound; und thirdly, that she never had that
pot."

Virginia and Soirrn Carolina*.Virtrinia wa°,

drngired into this rebellion to serve the pur¬
poses of South Carolina, the Palmetto chivalry
little imagining that before the end of the game
they would be compelled to abandon their own
State to "the Yankees" to serve the purposes of
Virginia. Sherman's march through the heart
of South Carolina settles that little bill.

iTAUAtt Opkka.Brooklyn..A magnificat house, In
point of numbers ami fashionable toiUt'>.», assembled at
the Brooklyn Academy taut night to hear La FVta drl
Dt.<tino for the first and the last time In Brooklyn. The
opera was produced In the Fame admirable style an It
wa« In thla city; the scenery, costumes and nil the pro¬
perties having been transported thenco for the o coslon.
Never since the days of opera commenced in this house
was there so line an OMnmblnge as that of last evening,
nor was La Pria ever belter sung by this company.
Zuochl and Maaslmiliani were In splendid voice, and did
not receive half the applause they deserved. However,
the Brooklyn people are proverbial for thetr rtowness In
waking up to a thorough appreciation of art, and we

were, therefore, not surprised to And them cold when
other audiences are enthusiastic, or to lot the flneot put-
sngee In the opera pass without any demonntratlnn. It
was only to the last two acts that tbe audlenoe displayed
any enthusiasm and ap]>e»red to comprehend the numer¬

ous beauties of this splendid work. This evening fVa
THavoln will be given at the New York Academy. To¬
morrow evening Norma will be produced, with Zuochl
In her great character of the Druldeaa, which la per
haps hor very flneat part.

Opening of the New York Tobacco Kx-
changc.

The above association was inaugurated yesterday at
twelve o'clock, at the rooms 60 and 62 Tine street, when
the flint auction sale took place. The Kxchani;* has
been organized In order to supply a want long felt
by the tobacco merchant* In thla city, and la the drat of
the kind established in the United stales. It differs
from the tobacco brakes existing In Loulavllle and other
parte of the Ptatee, In aa|ca being made by sample only,
and In affording a plaoc for the Interchange of the Ideas
of the leaders of the toboooo Interest throughout the
country. Th* spacloaa hall of the association was yee-
terdsy crowded by representatives of the trade from
«hio, Louisville New York, Ac., and a plentiful supply
of refretlMiicnta was done ample J: stlce to by those pre¬
sent. A number of lota of tobacco, factory d'l"1, lug
and other lesf were put up nt suction, and sale# were
somewhat brisk. We make tho following quotation*:.
factory dried leaf 10>.r a .

Lags «*«. a lOtfe.
Good l> af 20c. n

Pome i f the flrst or our m- reliant*, biclufiing IV>bt. n
Arkeuburgh, of Meters Artenhnrgh A- T?ryan, I'real,
dent, and t) M Connolly, of V. >*is. (oimolh A Co.,
Vice I resident, have Identified tl enn elves with the ssso-
c at ion, ami we have no doubt of lie Ixing of infinite
talue 10 the toba<co intetesi of Ihl- country.
Th Kacl.ange meet* each dey at eleven o'oloek. Tfte

tif tt taction will uk« pioo«' on Thursday, lflth tna* ,

J at lw«u« u filfic*.

NEWS FBOM WASHINGTON.
VuBMna, March 14,1801.

itiw or raa ruaisurr.
President Lincoln haa been suflterlng with a aerere at¬

tack of Influent* tor several daya Ha la oonflned to his
bod to-day, tad consequently not receiving visitors.

TBI COTTON 01RDU1I AT UUXIIil.
A statement haa been extensively published thai tha

Secretary had decided to aend tha ooMoa captured at
Savannah to Innpa Ho haa coma to no such determl-
nation, nor haa ha had tha aubject under consideration.
TH1 TKIAL Or THB HEW TORS BNLISTIUMT TXTWM

mm roaossa.
Tha trial of the'Devlin brothers and John Cahlll,

charged with forging enlistment papers, haa bean pro-
gresaing some days before General Bragg'a commission,
of which Colonel Chlpman, of tha War Department, la
Judge Advocate. Jamee Devlin's and Cahttl'a trial
cloaed to-day. John Dovlln'a will oonoludo to-mor¬
row. The evidence discioeca the fact that John Devlin
applied his official signature and notarial aeal to bogus
papers, representing that men came personally before
hlin and made the neoesaary oath of enlistment, while
the truth aa shown is that no auch men were ever before
him. The name of the navy receiving officer on board
ship was forged, as also the name of Captain Toung, at
the naval rendezvous. Who committed these forgeries
Is not yet known; but that John Devlin knew they
were auch la proven. Cahlll turned States evi¬
dence, and oonfeesed the whole thing. The proof
thus far connects these parties in the aale of some sixteen
sets of fklira papers, which were sold to Colonel Baker,
and which led to their discovery. No witnesses were
callod for the defence in either case. John Devlin will
try to show previous good character. He seems much
troubled, and several times during the trial haa manifested
It by tears. He la not a very wicked looking man, but In
this business seems to have had very little conscience.
What will be the finding cannot be told; but unless the
facta brought out thus far are controverted oonvlction Is
Inevitable.
There are many other cases to oome before this commis¬

sion of the same nature, showing stupendous frauds upon
the government, and explaining how the State and city of
Now York came to receive so large a credit In General
Fry's office, which had to be cancelled and filled by real
enlistments.

THE ELECTIONS YESTERDAY.
S«vr York.

THl VOT* ON THK CONSTITUTIONAL AlfRNDIfltNT.
The election on the question of amondlng the Stale

constitution, so as to allow of the appointment of Commis¬
sioners of the Court of Appeals, took place yesterday.
The subject excited very Iittlo attention. Annexed are

the returns as far as received:

_

J"»r the Agiintt the

vwT I Convive. Amend*,tnl Amendm^t.
NewYork Si910jaw)
Brooklyn 3,223

.2063
£lbn"y 8901522
Oswoko... 67 nut}..
Ponghkeeps!e 243 maf_
Utica.. .. M7M7
Biughamton 200 moj.-1
Shrrbournc w nuil..

SK::::-.v:.v.-.v::: rat"«
<*-«. = Si,^

K«w Hampshire.
THB ILICTION FOR STATK OKKICBRS AND CONORBM-

MRK.
Coxoonn, N. H., March 14, 1M5.

The election of State officers and members of Congress
and legislature took place to-day. The republicans sup¬
ported Frederick Smytlio for Governor, and the demo¬
crats Edw. H. Harrington. Both gentlemen are residents
of Manchester. The returns recolvod up to an early hour

ftk fining indicate that ?mythe's majority will exceed
0.000. Many towns make considerable Union rains over
ci°/Jf°'e-,?r ,Ml when Glltuore's majority wss about
6,600. The aggregate vote to-day will be lean by some
thousands than tliut of last year.
The \ ote for Governor in one hundred and twenty seven

18^313 follows:.' my the, 24,866; Harrington,
General Marston is elected to Congress In the First

2. S Z nearly l.fOO majority, and In the other two
-

"oHIns and Patterson arc re elected by nlieut
2,000 majority.a republican gain of one metnbor.
The rep bitcans have el cted all the Councillors, nine

out of twelve Fenators and a majority of about one b«n-
ared in the House.

Fires In New York.
Fins is Dmr Siiifir,.About eight o'clock last night n

Are broke out in the rear part of the second floor of No.
17 Dcy street, In the premises occupied by Leahman ft
First, dealers in clothing. The flames spread rapidly lo
the upper floors, and at one time fears wcro entertained
for the adjoining buildings, and orders were given to

telegraph for the exempt firemen. The four upper floors
and roof of the building were entirely destroyod. The
nrst lloor and bnsem nt were oce pled hv Kich tt Brew¬
ster, dealers In hardware. The r stork'Is damaged by
water probably to the extent of $20,000. The Second
floor, whet* the Or.' oomm no d, was occupied hy Leah-
man A first; loss about f«,ww. The third and fourth

etonoo7 Tt!1* «
' r'*f"r,u,> njaniifaclun rs; I ns

? ' Si10 The upper floor as a shoo manufactory; loss

! . n"\ ".'"T V* tlle will be alx.ut
fI0,(K)0 Owing to the ahscnee of the owners It was itn-

posiib.e to obta u the insurances. Tho orgin of the lire
Is at present unknown Nmie flight di.mage bv water
was done to the Mock of Mead, S-t»wi| A Co., boots nud
shoes; J Micpardson, straw goo<!s, and C. H. Carpenter
boots and shoes, 14 ' ortlanclt street.

'

Fire Marshal Baker has the cause of the Ore nnder In
vestlgst.un.

Fi:ik im Vakick Srnorr-About four o'cl ock yesterday
morn ng a flre broke out In the porter house So. 186 Var-
lek street, owned by Thomas K..arh, It originated appa
rently from the flrcbnard igniting from soot in the fire-
plnre The damage to the stock and fixtures will bo

!! f ,.hu?.'1r,;;!d,",lan,; for one thoiisund
dollare in the I aclfi. Insurance Company. The building
is damaged about one hundred dollars; Insured.

Volunteering,
HOW rr PROORKRSKK. KX Ail ININo ft'ROKONS TAKEN
KROM THK COMMITTKK.MURK WARD HKKTINOS.
TIIK HUAKT TO-DAY, KTC.
Thero wna another hoavy day yesterday at the !-aper-

visors' Committee rooms, somo ono hundred and twenty
volunteers having been paid the bounty and a goodly
number received as substitutes.
Ftom tho note of Governor Kenton, which we published

y aterday, It would api ear as though the drsft was post¬
poned; but so many false lights have been held out In
reference to the quota of this city and ttate, and ths
mode and time of Oiling, that we are not yet fully satis¬
fied ttmt the Governor's surmlros are correct, n Is cer¬
tain that at the present writing no orders have been ro-
cche.l in this city (rem Washington to po-t|mne the drsft
but such may come during the night. Drift or no draft*
lot us crowd on the volunteering and reduce the numbers
d man-led Trom us as much a« possible.
Mr lllunt lius furnished every facility for receiving any

number <>r men per day, no matter how great it may bo,
and all the public have to do Is to crowd them in. The
committee lost some flfty good men on Monday from tho
Tact tli.it tho government ha<l previously withdrawn from
the naval rendezvous connected with the committee's
room the examining surgeon. targe numbers were con-
seq ently dancing attendance all day at the Mil. e waiting
for this government funetlonary, and they flnallv went
on elsewhere and were lost to our quota. Yesterday a
nevr surgeon nppeared and matters wont on Iwttcr.
This Ih a sample of the assistance New York receives

from the government
The mooting of eltl/ons of the old Tenth ward to aid

In proc iring volunteers is likely to he attended with
moit excellent nflcct, not only in the Incroase of volun¬
teers, hut as an example to other wards. The Ninth and
Fifteenth, we learn, are aln a.ly moving, and thero are
others doubles* which will not be disposed to allow
Supervisor 1'urdy to carry oil all the honors of these
ward meetings. There Is one thing, however, of * h4ch
he cannot bo deprived.the fact of having been first to
move In them Let them be organist d throughout tho
City, and tho offset towards fll'tng our quota will be astcn-
lulling.

The Army.
RBOIPTION HONK OV TIIK ONH HUNDRED AND TIItRD

RKOIMENT.
Tlie One Hundred and Third Now York regiment ar¬

rived at this port last night, and are to havo a reception
to day.

.
Nkw York, March 16, 1S0S.

The members of the late Ninth regiment New S'ork
Volunteers (Hawkins' Zouaves) intending to parade to re¬
ceive the One Hundred and Third New York Volunteers,
are her by notified to assemble 1 . tlie Merccr House, cor¬
ner of Broome and Mercer street*, to day, at half-i*«t
eleven o'clock A. M.
The uniform will consist of overcoats, fex, uniform or

blB' k pants, and white gloves.
Those members wishing to turn-out as civilians will be

assigned a position.
It Is carnoftly requested that every member now In the

city will unite in paying this mark of r<?pect to our old
Comrades In arms Hy otter.

CHARI.V.f; t'HII.P, Captain coramnndlng
.Tnitn K. P'si.kv, Acting Adjutant.
The friends of the above regiment met Ian night for

the purpose of organizing a friendly re cptlon for 'hem
and th Ir sreompll«hed Colonel, Mfni Heine. C'i.tcni'1
Julius Kom was ele< te<l clialrtoan, and Lewts J4iaessoiin
serrefary.

Captains Child, Webster and, Perlcy and 1 l*<iti r.ants
Bofters and Perley were present, snd p-.,i(1]m.(1 thefrco-
operalh n, as welt as Captain Buehrtg i.ml Vai.taiu Srhuiidt
of the Nlnety-slxth regiment N> wVor* Na,|.nn| ir<1
Ths proc. ss.on will move from tt.* mor» 0r the Ninety-

Iork N"',,nal "W4, Wo »1 Powesy, at one
0dock r. M. .

AL,eLlh* co"*"oa will be served *1 Mr. Hub
D#r || nO. .«

S&HOFIELD. 1
.<: I

The Defeat of Bragg Before
Kinstci^̂

HE RETBEiTS ACROSS THE HEME.

The Rebel Bam Nense PSx-
tially Destroyed.

Repulse of Hoke's Dirisloa witk
Terrible Slaughter.

THH UNION TiftMHI XsIOXXY,
*«.» th

Secretary Stanton to General Ola.

WAamNOTOft, D. 0., March 14.11 A. K.
M^jor General Dix, New York:.
General Scbofleld, In a deapatoh dated at KtirkN^

March 13, states that on the night of the 10th, iw
Southwest creek, Bragg was fairly beaten; that daring
the night hs retreated across the heuaa at Klnaton, aai
now holds the north bank of the river at that plaoa

EDWIN M. STANTON,
Secretary of Waa

Despatch from General Schoflald*
WAfnixaTOK, March 14, 1MB.

A letter has been rocelvcd here from the headquartasa
of General Schofleld, dated March 11, eight o'clock A. M.,
which says:.
We are holding onr own before Klnston, though ap>

posed by Bragg with a hoary forcc. Oir battle Held la

very extensive. We have a long skirmish line, and then
1s sharp manoeuvring on both sides. This morning
Hoke attempted to break our linos, but inot repuMl
errible ilaugMer. Our own loss is not more than three
or four hundred killed and wounded. The rebel loaa IB

killed, wounded and prisoners is eight times greater. Wa
have possession of the Held, and the rebel dead ani
wounded are In our hand*. Sanitary supplies are abaae
dant at the front. General Cox U In command.
The Sanitary Commission lias sent to Newborn, N. OL,

one hundred thousand dollars worth of supplies, and k

loading several more vessels for the same destlnatlaa.
Newbera is to be made a base of sanitary supplies for tfea
armies In North Carolina.

Oar Newborn Correspondence.
Nrwbbrn, March 12, 1ML

My last advices were from the front, at Klnston, yaa
terday morning early. The latest I waa then akla M
communicate concerning movements In the Held, waa ay
to Friday afternoon, the 10th. Some of the heaviest flgkt-
Ing there has been since the corps commanded by General
Cox reached the vicinity of Klnston, occurred on Friday.
The rebels had evidently learned that General Oouofc,

with a portion of the Twenty-third corps was not far
and wonld soon join Cox, and It nrged them to estrnaa
dlnary desperation. They charged ngain and again apaa
our works, making ten or a doxen a'parate chargaa
through the day. Generally they spent their forynpaa
tha left, but some of the time they wonld charga apaa
the entire line, vainly hoping that the momentum af aa

arge a body would break down everything.
Our men, howover, stood their ground heroically, SB

attested by piles of slain rebels lying before oar mill
In various directions. The enemy also fought wttfea
valor worthy of a better cause. It waa all la nB^
howover.

Friday night and Saturday mornlag Coach'a Idraw
came ijp from towards Wilmington, and affected a Jnna
tion with Cox, which gave us an advantage, of oourae, a#
which the rebels were not slow to become Informed. Be
they at once began to fall back, abandoning all fertbat
opposition this side of the Neuse river, and they are new

on tho north aide of the river, with the bridge thataraaw
over into Klnston partlslly burned.
The much talked of ram Nouaa waa also psrllsBr

destroyed.
Onr forces followed them tip vigorously, and win rtonkt

lees prepare to cross over the river at once, by meana af
a pontoon bridge, or by relaying new timbers over Uta
old bridge, for tho cars to |>asa over. I apprehend tM
there will be no difficulty now In driving the rebels faMfc
from any point wbero they may see lit to make a stand.
The railroad has to be completed, however, aaUwamy

move* along, inasmuch as that h necessary forpurpoaaa
of transportation. It Is now laid «rp to w ithin about fam
or Ave miles of Klnrton, and aa soon as it can be ooa*

pletid to the river dopond upon it our foroea wUI ena
over.

All through the lighting of Friday both General Oaa
and General SchoOeid were frequently present wbeaa

danger was greatest, nnd displayed a coolness, couraga
and gallantry which have won the tore and admiration af
the army. Gcucral Cox had tw o orderlies shot near hla
In the rourse of the day, and waa himself often sxpoaad
aa much as they.
Amid all, howerer, he was nerer oth«rwisa than

earnest and brave. The movements of the army waaa

d.rectod by Mm, although Genoral Scbofleld waa aa»

atantly present, and, as his ranking officer and tha toa

mander of ihe Department of North Carolina, waa adrlaafl
with and hU suggestions heeded.
There was some artillery firing yesterday afternoon,

the result or nature of which I have not learned.
General Hhernun lias been heard from at Kaycttevllia,

N. C., and was all right. That Is about one hundred
miles from Wilmington, up the Cape Fear river, aad
about the same distance southwest from Goldnbora.
Saturday morning some gentlemen arrived here fraaa

Connecticut, commissioned to take the vote of tha aA
dlers from that 8iate, at this point, for tbato
Hate and Congressional election noxl month. They aa>

rived Jnst too latn for the Connecticut regiment whloh
was captured on the dth. Thera were not far from oaa

thousand of them captured, the loss of which mat aa

quite an item.
The wounded from the recent buttle* are being carefully

attended to by our surgeons, and the extra wants of tha
ioldlers are being amply supplied by the Sanitary Com-

mlwlon, under the ofJIclent superintendence of Dr. Paga
Bis corpa of oaaialanta have been constantly at tha froa\
and he hlm«nlf Is there much of the time. He haa mada
out a full list of the killed and wounded, which ha la In
aend to New York for publication.
There haa been no fighting to-day so far aa known ad

headquarters. General Schofleld and staff are to loaala
here for the present. Ills staff Is aa follows:.

Lieutenant Colonel J. A. Campbell, Assistant Adjulaat
General.
Brevt Brigadier General G. W. Scliofleld, Chief of Alt

tlllery.
lire: et lieutenant Colonel W. J, Twining, Aid-da.

Camp ai d Chief Engineer.
Lieutenant Colonel Wm. BrnlsufT, Assistant Inspector

General.
Majors M. Letcher, Commlsaary of Mustera.
Brevet Brigad.ar General Geo. 8. Dodge, Chief Quarts*

master.
Lieutenant Colonel J. W. Berrlnger, Chief of Safe

aistence Department.
Lleutennnt Colonel B. B. Tr at, Chief of Sulmlstanaa^

army lu the flvld.
Lleiitennnt Colonel J. F. Boyd, Chief Quarternsaataa,

army In the fleld.
i.teut' usnt Colonel P. C. Hayes, Acting Provost Mankil

General.
Surgeon Edward Shippen, M"dl<-nl Director.
Captain Jnsper Myers, Chief of (>rdnanna.
Major Wm. M. Wherry, Senior A. D. C.
Pr vet Major Wm. A. L>r«1, A. D. C.
Lieutenant K H R ifsell, Chief Signal Officer.
Captain.**. Wlndraker, Chief of Ambulanca ccipa

News from Ki ntoi ky.
FMBEPOII It'll TIIB WIVWI AND ir/iDRBK Of

COLoHKP FOI.MiH.1 AND ftAILOAA.
Locisvitxa, Mar«h 14, IMS.

An i<rd'.<r Irom Major Goneral Paliaer. "published tha

mo-titng, announces that by the act of Tongraati passed
en the 3d of March tha wires and ckthlren M' colored
msn who hare enli'tedor mm ¦ ul.H'tn tha army an

free. It premises tua en'orcemenV at their rtfhts by thB

mitary authorities If necesasrv^ aitd urges loyal maa

and women of Kentucky to Vocouv^ge tha enlistment
of colored men In tke stray^ knd afterwards to recognlaa
them aa Bphol ottne, j~n »rnut.<iit and defendera a#
their homae, awl it otl.crta them to exar-tsn Kentucky's
accustomed I sirsv^lcn©* and rhar'.ty towards the h V
less womec a'.id children tlris mr.de frre. General James
S. Brlsbln h.ssbeen a| p«.ln' >d to aupertutend the organV
aation qj'whtu aud votorad Vroopa ka Kentucky.


